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Council: No progress 
on homelessness goal 
Numbers rising of I-Inusin~ and Communitv Af- 

fairs director, E t i 7 ~ h r h  Varrisnn, 
despite to so/ve tnld members o " "h~  council's 

HHS and Planning, Ilousin~: and 

problem by 2012 Economic Development cnmmi t- 
tees. 

- 
Stafl Writ 

Montgomery County 11as fallen 
far khi6cl  in its goal to m d  hnmc- 
l m n m  by 21F12, Cnunv Cnunal 
members aid Mnndav. 

Two wars aFtrr thrcounty Exec- 
u t i t ~  Douglas M. Drincan (Dl and 
the c o u n ~ ~ l  rndorserl a plan to m d  
homrle.;<n~~s tzithln 10 yeas, the 
numhrr of n~onle tiling on thc 
s l ~ ~ t s ,  in sl 3 in suppclrtcd 
hnu.;tng hat 1 by 55 p=-r'ce"t 

l,hTI) per 
Alw, the munv has fallen fax 

short nf its goal of building l(H1 s u b  
~iclixd or affordable l~nuh iz~g  units 
annually. 

Even if the k t  yeat is nnt cnunt- 
cd because the FwT11lm had just 
started, tZ~c cnunq i s  ,lbnuk 143 units 
behind. said 

man nf tlie 

Health and * 1 ,I Mzimnn Ser- , 

r7n; Commit- jr 

tw 
"I've had a ' 

queshon all 1 - 

along, and 1 I I 
still have it, as 
tc ,lcssness issue 
is by the erecu- 
ti- hnvld be ad- 
dresses, sam ~eventhal  (D-At 
large) of Takoma Park, who as 
council vice president is in line to 

I whether 
being ac 

ve brand 
3 0, 

the home 
ldrcssed 1 

Leventha 

lead the ctluncil next year. 
"None nf 11s have given this issue 

the urgency it dwrves," Zeventhal 
said. 

"We have a11 tfiw plans - I 
think w t  need fo put them aside and 
frm~s on the numkrs," said Ccrun- 
cilwnrnan Nanq M. F l o m  ( D h t  
large) of Garrett Park. 

A c d i n g  to counh done on one 
day in Jan1m-y of ear! vear, the 
number of Montgomery midents 
who are hornelm row from 1,029 in 
2P>?3 to 1 ,k?o in 2H)T 

h o n c  fiern. alm ikk! ost W ~ t f  
3, accon . * -  . were 7itehv hbrnc~~ d i g  

to the ccnsus d(mr ~m. ~ h .  That 
means about 1.2 of everv 1,NHl 
Montgomery midents is li;inK on 
the strwts, in a shdkr or in temps 
rary quarters that they m o t  munt 
on keeping. 

milips has 
nt since 2C 
,rnelms sir 
m m t .  

"More people arc bworning 
homeless because thcrr's not 
enough housing - wmeone will 
h r n e  sick in Llre family, they'll get 
khind, theyll ~ c t  evicted," Davisnn 
said. 

Ntt.lough the county has fcmrsed 
on making sure that children are not 
hnmele~s, the nurnhr of homeless 
fa1 ri.m more than 69 pzr- 
CP M.3, while the numhr of 
hc 1g3e adults is up almost 

41 ' h o  years ago, Duncan direct- 
ed Davison to lead 'm intcrcragcncy 
task force - composcd of depart- 
ment directors for sncial services, 
schools, plannine, and hnuaing - 
to h d  housinq for more home- 
less and severrlv dis~bled resi- 
dents. 

In 204, thc council appointed 
Corrirt~ Stt,vms as chirf of special 

needs hous- 
 in^, but coun- 
cil members 
said the ps i -  7 tion has not 

I - ' carried flis 
r ; ,  I power necdert -- b 

I to makc surc 
gmlr are mct. 

+ 4 - 1 "Who is xc- 
1- ti 1 sponr ih le?"  

n asked council 
l ' r c s i d e n  t 

Thomas E. Percz @-Dist. 5) of Take 
ma Park. 

"All of us jointly,'' Davison an- . 
swerrd. 

'That's the probler thal 
said. 

"I don't think the srrucrw is 
mnduove to making p m p ~ . ~  at a 
pace {we n&]," Perez said. 

Skvens .satd the of federal 
housing subsidies has left a h i ~  hole 
that munty government has to dt.- 
cide whether and how much it will 
fi !I. 

The financing lor ending home- 
Iessness will not work i f  tlmt gay is 
not filled, S k v m  said. 

Leventfid said he wants the 
I3uncan administration to b'ring 
thc council, within 90 days, a strat- 
egy with "a waE goal, real time 
frame" for providing more h o w  
ing. 

Montgomery will find a way to 
fill the llnlc that federal and state 
cuts to housing subsidies and SCP 

cia1 programs have opened, satd 
Iluncan spokesman David S. 

n," Leven 

. A .  

VIA r&io is only slightly w r  Waver. 
. . . .  7% - - .l-:-:-L-L-- :- "S-- L--d, 



f m ~ s  on the numbers," said Uoun- 
olwnman Nann, M. Rorwn ID-At 
l a r j i ~ )  nf Gam-tt Park. 

.-lcconl in); hi countc done on one 
day in [anunry of t7acb year, the 
nurnh~ of 2lontt;nmrry spsidenb 
who arp hrrmrlw. mu. from 1,W9 in 
WO? tn 1,hY in 2h!; 

Arnonq t h m ,  almwt Wwthirds 
crr litrrally hornrlrqq. amdine;  

the census done Jan. 2h T h a t  
rnrnn.; about 1.2 of event 1,lHYl 
Mont~clrnvrv msident?; 15 livinu on 
the <bruits, in a 5h~l tPr  or in ttlrnpc- 
r q 7  quarfcrs that thry cannot ~ ~ t n f  
on kccping. 

That ratio is onlv slightly b t t e r  
than the nyinnnl suburban averaF 
of 1.4, Mht~n IViwhin~ton, D.C., 1s: 

includd, the regional average is 2 6  
homplt.sr out of eve? 1,[W mi- 
dt.n ts. 

TRr scarcity of affordable 
housing in the county, whew the 
rned~an price for all hous~ng is 
$380,000 and the median price f<tr 
an exlstinc condominium ' -  
5: , ~ n  nbqtac 
I+ r .  ctlunty' 

cle to mw 
s Dr:p~r?r 

cide w t r m  and how mum ~t w11 
f i l l .  

The finanrinq for pnding home- 
Irs.;nm will nnt work ~f fhat gap is 
not fi lid, StPvm~ saiilld. 

Lrvmthal said he wants the 
Duncan adrninir;tration to bring 
thr rattnril, within 90 davc, a +at- 
e v  with "a p a l  goal, p a l  hnle 
hame" tor providing mow hnu+ 
ing. 

Mont~om~ry  will find a way tn 
fill the holr that fpripral and statr 
cuts to hcruqrnq sub--udiw and SO- 

r ia l  program< havr npend, said 
Duncan spokesman IJavid S. 
Wearer. 

The administfaticin is  "m favet" 
to mcrt the goal of eliminating 
homr~lwmmq by 2012 and will work 
to ''I~vrraly pnvate fund< tn rltw 
the gap, 111. said .. 
"'hm is no jurisdictlm in tht. 

nation that is  doinq mow to m a *  
and preserve affordable housin~ 
than \ l o n t e o v  County is, and 
-.*-'r~doing it in a wav that d m  
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